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About CBP

Careers

Employee Resources

CBP is Hiring!

Applications are open and will not be delayed by the lapse

in federal funding in accordance with the One Big Beautiful
Bill Act (H.R.1).
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Home « Trade = Rulingsand Lepgal Decisions « Requirements For Electronic Ruling Requests

Trade Requirements for Electronic Ruling Requests

Basic Importing and Exporting
The procedures under this rulings program apply 1o requests for binding classification rulings under the Harmonized Tariff

Fand T Schedule (HTS) and certain marking, origin, NAFTA and applicability of Trade Program rulings,

Under the newly gobagced eBulings program, the importing community may submit an electronic request for a binding ruling by

Enforce and Protect Act (EAPA) accessing the ne eRulings Template. Bhe template permits the online filing of an electronic binding ruling request directly to the
HNational Commodity Specialist Division (NCSD) of Regulations and Rulings.

ACE and Automated Systems .
The eRulings Template s reserved exclusively for the electronic submission of initial binding ruling requests to the NCSD in New

York, Any questions or follow-up inguires concemning electronic binding ruling requests must be made via telephone to Customs

¢CBP Broker Instruction and : ;
and Border Protection, Customs Information Exchange at (646) T33-3062, 3065, 3066, or 3071,

Training Kesources
Upon transmission of an eRuling request, the requester will receive an email acknowledging his or her use of the template. If the
Prionty Trade |ssues transmission is received by the NCSD in good order, the requester will receive an email acknowledgement of receipt, complete
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Electronic Ruling (eRuling) Template

Wlcome to the Eiectronic Ruling (eRuling) Tempiala, which aliows you fo transmit electronic binding ruling regquesis directly 1o the National Commodity
Specialis! Dnision (NCSD) In New York. I an aflor 10 ass2sl you in providing @l the necessany nlcimalion pedalning to your specilic ruling riquics]
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Iinformation HE'I]IJHB{' in HIJll!'m F[-H'E|I..I'E"Et'5- seClion, DElOMe pooCEtEs Provide all e reg juiTed Informadion on 1he tempiale and any acCompanying
FltiEchments. Please selec the Apprigaain box Pear thee Pyl Of U Ui yoRi e requesiing Yo imay select more than one Bax Il your redues! ivohaes
MLl B 15500

You st have access 1o any fles you Intend 1o altach priar 10 Beginning this process as your abilily 1o inpul dadi Wil expire with cucessive Input delay
Fhagne Bmill your frequead (0 a e of 3 idems of (he saame GEss o Kind of merchandiss, You vwill e prondsd ihe opporsnly o nevdeny, e, amand
i print your neng foguesst. poor to Eransmession. [ yodsr ransmission S recehved In Godd Oneer Yo Wil feceive gin emaill aoknowSsdEmenl of rneceipl
cormpieta with 3 binding ruling consrol numbar, withen one Dusiness oy

Paperwork Raduchion Act Statement: An SGENcy Mgy nol conduc] oF SpOnsr 80 niornmnalkon codeclion and o person 5 not reguired o respand (o Bhls
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AL d Boerkar Brsiection, Office of Trade, Reguiations and FRulings, S Street, NE,, Washingion DG 20228 Expliration Date: February 28, 2026.

Travel Trade Border Security Mewsroom About CBP Careers Employee Resources
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Requester Information Cuestions Description Attachments Submit

Questions

Chuestion 1

F (hi requedt bedng f5led on behall of a dledd? {‘? t +IIEE Eﬁ E $ EE ?

i pos, phtane atate The nome and addredd af Uhe Clieml



Question 2

Iy your compary 8 Treade Compilance Partrner? (Yoo must have asigned Memorandum of Linderstanding with CBE). The following Ink provides furthar
darmation on the Trade Comgliancn Partiser program: s eosces i goeeiibscumant Tam s pat - trisle-oasmgil aiae-pr o mme-fag s

~ Q.EEARSSMAEBE? (NEREEEME
If yes, phease pravide the Importer of Record Mumber, Hﬁﬁﬂﬁ I:EEF,'I ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁ ] :

hnear ey of et d Musmises

Question 3

To vour inovwiedge are there any ssues or requests for adyice, conoer ning thiscommodity, pending before any CHP office or any Courd !

Q). BRI 2 A AT HZEREMOR L EHR
[ E&ECBPSEIRFIRP ?

Expdaln the fssuis or shvice request pending: state Belore which CHP office or Court B s pending, and what sdvics wis rendesed, IF amy,
For meample, have you recolvwed CBP forms 208 or 2% on the baue or llem plesented before this office]

T

Question 4

is this a resubmbsslon of a provious rulleg regeest which required additional Information?

- [ Q4. ESARNRIERFBRKEEZMRAHEMBYIER ?

i yod_pepase provvkde the peegiongs ruling rumbeer,

Py Muiling #



ons

mple being submitted? . n QS.JEEEEE T ﬂ I:ilzll:l ?

If yes, please provide the tracking number,

DraCRoreg Mt

If yes, would you llke the sample Lo be
returned?

I ves. please provide the return label.

e Lk

Question &

. . Q6B HEM - SFRIELEmiIFRER ?
If available, what is the country of origin of the imparted product?

ouniry

Tahwan
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LS. Customs and
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CATEGORY: Ong

Victona DeCan
Analog Devices. Inc.

One Analog Way
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In vour letter dated Aueust 18, 2025 vou requested a countrv of onein nmiling on a Wafer Level Clhup Scale

Packaged Product (WLCSP).



» item concerned 15 an integrated circut (IC) referred to as the AZ33A Device. This IC 1s a 24-bit
ta-sigma Analog-to-Dhgital Converter (ADCs) that measures and reports analog mput veltages.

EGfit . 88 AZIA ENAMMEEE (10) - % 1C 2—F 24 {UTdelta-
STAGE 1: FABRICATION PROCESS

sibma MEEBIREE (ADC) - ARAIRAMSAEHATE -
The fabrnication process stage occurs i Singapore. Duning the fabrication process, the wafer recerves many of
the components and characteristics of a WLCSP, but the subject item 1s not fully completed due to the
omssion of essential elecirncal circuitry,

Manufactunng steps undertaken in Singapore mclude:

® Manufacture of bare sihicon wafer
® Epitaxial Growth

® Oxidation

® Thin-Film Deposition

® Lithography

® Dry etch by plasma

* Wet etch

® Jon Implantation

® Diffusion by furnace

® Chemical cleamng

® Metal Winng Process/Metallization
® Wafer acceptance test



After fabnicanon, the waters are sent 10 Tarwan.
STAGE 2: WLP FRONT-END

In the WLP front-end process. a polymer laver encapsulates the waler with select areas exposed. A photo
resist laver 1s applied to create the Redistmbution Layer ("RDL™) line pattern where a copper plating 1s
apphed. Copper plating in the selected open area will form RDL metal hine. The photo resist 1s then removed.
A second polymer laver 1s applied 1o encapsulate the RDL lines as well as the exposed area on the wafer,
only leaving a select area snll exposed where RDL hne needs to be connected to bump through UBM pad. In
the next process, called under bump metal (UBM), a layer of copper plating metal 15 applied m the exposed
area 1o create a bonding pad for the solder ball. Finally, solder balls are placed onto UBM. and with a reflow
solder ball will bond to UBM pad formung solder bump.

Manufactunng steps undertaken i Tarwan include:

®* Polvmer coating

®* Amnealmg (Curng)

® Lithography

®* Wet etch

® Copper metal deposition
® Copper metal plating

* Chemucal clean

® Solder ball mounting

* Solder ball reflows
®* Fmal Visual Inspection



A\ fter the RDL laver application and the UBM., the completed WLCSP 1s formed,

STAGE 3: WLP BACKEND

The back-end process occurs i the Phulippines. Here the completed WLCSP 15 evaluated, trimmed, mounted,
and sawed to improve funchonahty. However, the back-end process does not transform the WLCSP.

Manufacturing steps undertaken ju the Plnlippines melude:

®* Wafer level tesung

* Tiim

* Wafer backside gnnding (sihcon thinning)
® Backside lanunaton (optional)

® Laser Markmg

* Wafer mount and sawing

® Tape and reel

Section 304 of the Tanff Act of 1930, as amended (19 U.5.C, 1304), provides that unless excepted, every
article of foreign ongin imported mto the United States shall be marked mn a conspicuous place as legibly,
mdelibly, and permanently as the nature of the article (or its contamer) will permt, mn such a manner as to
mdicate to the ultumate purchaser m the United States. the Enghish name of the countiv of ongm of the
article. Congressional mtent m enacting 19 U.S.C, 1304 was “that the ultmate purchaser should be able 1o
know by an mspection of the marking on the imported goods the country of winch the goods 1s the product.
The evident purpose is to mark the goods so that at the nnme of purchase the ultimate purchaser may. by

knowing where the goods were pr aduced, be able to buy or refuse to buy them, if such marking should

miluence s will.” See Umited States v. Friedlander & Co.. 27 C.C.P.A. 297, 302 (1940).



CBPH EIEHRELER

Part 134 of the U5, Customs and Border Protection (“CBP") Regulations (19 CFR 134) implements the
country of ongin marking requirements and exceptions of 19 U.S.C. 1304, Section 134.1(b), CBP
Regulanons (19 CFR 134.1(b}). defines “country of ongm™ as the country of manufacture, production, or
growth of any article of foreign orgin entering the Umted States. Further work or matenal added to an article
i another country must effect a substannial transformanon i order to render such other country the “country
of onigin” withun the meamng of the marking laws and regulanons.

A substantial rransformation oceurs when, as a result of manufactunng process. a new and different article

emerges. having a distinet name, character or use. which 1s different from that oniginally possessed by the
article or matenal before bemg subjected to the manufacturing process. See United States v.

Gibson-Thomsen Co., Ine.. 27 C.C.P.A. 267 (C.A.D. 98) (1940).

Based upon the facts presented, it 1s the opimon of this office that the front-end processing that takes place

Tarwan 1s both meaningful and complex, resultung m the creation of waters wluch mcorporate numerous
fimshed IC die. All non-ongmanng matenals, used i the manufacture of the wafers contammng the AZ33A

Device (IC die), are substantially transformed as a result of the front-end processing. The manufacturmg

steps under taken in Tarwan enable the electncal connectivity of the 1C die and mnparts the essence to the
AZ33A Device. As the electncal circmnt 1s substantally completed during the front-end process. we find that

the ICs undergo a substantial transformation during the front-end stage of the manufacture, The AZ33A
Device IC die, does not undergo a substantial transformation as a result of the back-end processing that takes

place m the Pluhppines. The AZ33A Device IC die retains its identity and predetermuned end use wlhich was

established as a result of |I'u=: front-end prm:ea.smﬂ Lierefore, since o EI!hnIﬂlIIlﬂi ;:m]gjmnmum ﬂggg ;],g]

ur as a Ut of the | | processine that takes place w
the fimshed AZ33A Dm-mﬂr "-.1|.1|| be the Tarwan for country of oniemn markme purposes.




The holding set forth above applies only to the specific factual simanon and merchandise deseniption as
identified i the raling request. This positnon 1s clearly set forth in Title 19, Code of Federal Regulations
(CFR). Section 177.9(b)(1). This section states that a muling letter is 1ssued on the assumption that all of the
mformation furmshed m the rulng letter, whether directly, by reference. or by unpheation, 15 accurate and
complete m every matenal respect. In the event that the facts are modified in any wav. or if the goods do not
conform to these facts at nme of importanon. you should bring thaus to the attention of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (CBP) and subnut a request for a new mling i accordance wath 19 CFR 177.2.
Addimonally, we note that the material facts described m the foregomg mling may be subject to periodic
venhbicanon by CBP.

This muhing 1s bemg issued under the provisions of Part 177 of the Customs and Border Protection
Regulations (19 C.F.R. 177).

A copy of the rulmg or the control number mdicated above should be provided wath the entry documents
filed at the tune this merchandise 1s imported. If yvou have any questons regarding the raling. please contact
National Import Specialist Steven Polhichmno at steven pollichmof@cbp.dhs gov.

Smcerely,

(for)

Demse Famgmr
Actung Director
National Commodity Specialist Division
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